Fall 2024 Newsletter

Early this month we had our Fall Conference in Suring. Congratulations to Suring Post 283, the 9t
District’s first 100% Post for the 2024-2025 membership year! Suring is a small community with a
growing American Legion Post. Like many Posts they face the aging of some of their members and at
the same time they are recruiting younger members, how are they doing it? They are renewing the
current members, asking family members to join, asking anyone they see wearing military affiliation to
join, etc.

Thank you everyone in the 9t District, we are currently at just over 68% of the membership goal
hanging onto a percentage point lead in membership for the State.

We are all a team striving for the same goals...continue to serve our military, their families, and our
veterans. If you have any questions or would like any of the District Officers to attend your monthly
meetings or events, please let us know.

District Commander: Terry McNulty — mcnulty.terry@gmail.com

1%t Vice Commander: Terry Quatsoe — tjquatsoe@gmail.com

2" Vice Commander: Migeal Babino — pfc.babino89.13b@gmail.com
3" Vice Commander: Brenda Reckelberg — reckelb@gmail.com

The 1° Vice is responsible for Brown, Door, and Kewaunee Counties
The 2™ Vice is responsible for Marinette, Oconto, and Outagamie Counties
The 3™ Vice is responsible for Florence, Forest, and Langlade Counties

If you can’t reach the District Commander or the Vice Commanders, you can always reach out to our
Adjutant/Finance Officer...Renee Jackson — rajackson88@gmail.com

Most of the District Officers work full-time jobs and some have additional volunteer positions, we are
not ignoring you if we don’t respond immediately, it just may take 24 hours to get back to you.

2024 Membership Awards were presented at the Fall Conference — Congratulations to all the Posts
that received an award and/or certificate...

Small Post (25-100 Members)
Sturgeon Bay Post 72 — 200%
Algoma Post 236 — 104%
Carlton Post 538 — 102.67%
Sister Bay Post 527 —102.22%
White Lake Post 524 — 101.52%


mailto:mcnulty.terry@gmail.com
mailto:tjquatsoe@gmail.com
mailto:pfc.babino89.13b@gmail.com
mailto:reckelb@gmail.com
mailto:rajackson88@gmail.com

Kaukauna Post 41 —101.11%
Elcho Post 377 — 100%

Medium Post (101-200 Members)
Luxemburg Post 262 — 104.80%
Hortonville Post 55 —104.14%
Crivitz Post 413 —102.97%
Seymour Post 106 — 102.33%
Antigo Post 3 — 100%

Large Post (201-1200 Members)
Appleton Post 38 —101.89%

The membership voted unanimously on the formation of a 9t District Sons of the American Legion.
Bob Seide (Squadron 38) was nominated as the SAL 9t District Commander and Andrew Rahm

(Squadron 55) was nominated as the SAL 9" District 1" Vice Commander. They will be meeting with
other SAL units in the District to complete their leadership team similar to our District Officer team.

Training was held on wilegion.org and information that can be found (Post/County and District Officers
Reports, Post Data Report, Consolidated Post Report, manuals, and more). Mylegion.org can be used
for processing memberships, a month-by-month accounting for the Consolidated Post Report and
more). The Administrative Manual, the Adjutant’s “Bible” is available, check Resources and scroll
down to manuals. A hard copy of the Administrative Manual is available from Portage for $20.

Don’t forget about the “3 Year” Membership Renewal. Check out wilegion.org for more information.
Every Post should be promoting this if your members are able to pay for 3 years at one time. This
would lock the member in if the membership dues go up at the State or Post level in the next two
years.

If you would like the PDF documents for the training slides from Fall Conference, please send District
Adjutant Renee Jackson an email and she will be more than happy to send you those.

American Legion College...check out wilegion.org for the classes that will be offered in November.

Mid-Winter Conference 2025 is being held at the Hilton Paper Valley in Appleton. This is a great
opportunity to take some training and learn more about the Legion.

WI American Legion Convention 2025 will be held in Green Bay and Mid-Winter 2026 will be held in
Green Bay.



The following are comments from Department Vice Commander Debbie Thomas:

The Membership Committee is busy. Three new sub committees have been formed and are being
chaired by a Dept Vice Commander.

e Retention — Chairperson is Debbie Thomas

e Recruitment — Chairperson is Jerry Hook

e Revitalizations — Chairperson is Nathan Bond
We will be looking at different tools that can be used in these areas, if you have any ideas, please
contact me and | will forward.

In the Retention Committee we are looking at a sponsor pamphlet to be used for new Post members,
a letter for expired members on why they did not renew their membership, and membership maps.
More information to come.

Remember when you were in the service, if you heard you had to report to HQ, you broke out in a
sweat? Well, there seems to be a feeling of resentment or distrust when we talk of Department or
HQ. Thus, effective immediately there is a change in terminology; from now on when referring to the
group at Portage, call them as the Wisconsin American Legion. They will now call themselves the
Department Team.

Another item to clear up is when referring to programs of The American Legion, these programs DO
NOT belong to the group in Portage, they are OUR PROGRAMS, the Department Team manages them,
and it is our duty to support these programs. If you want to know more, please talk to me.

The Marketing and Communication team is asking for the help of the 9t" District Legion Family
Members. From 30 January thru 2 February 2025, the RV Show will be in Green Bay. We are being
asked to man the coat room at this event. The 6" District and the 9t District will man the coat room,
the members will work for tips, the division of these monies will be determined the
Post/County/District Commanders. Volunteers will receive free parking passes and tickets on the
day(s) they work. Contact Adjutant Renee by Thursday, 31 October 2024 if you are interested in
volunteering.

For those members who did not attend the 9t District Fall Conference, all Department Vice
Commanders were issued a set of 7 retractable banners for use by Post/County and District events.
One banner is about membership, the other banners, are programs of the American Legion; Baseball,
Softball, Riders, Oratorical, Badger Boys State, Camp American Legion, and WALLECA (the law
enforcement academy). If you would like to borrow, please contact me.

As a Department Vice Commander, | represent Districts 8, 9, and 11. If you have a question or concern,
feel free to contact me. As always remember to use your chain of command (like the good old days in
service); Post, County, District, me and then the Wisconsin American Legion, DO NOT send any
guestions or concerns to the National office, they will kick it back with no action.

Debbie Thomas



DATES TO REMEMBER:

2024
December 6™ & 7t — Freezin’ for a Reason at the Milwaukee War Memorial

December 7™ — Pierce County Convention — Understanding Legion Programs (Prescott, WI)

2025
January 16" — 19t — Mid-Winter Conference — Hilton Paper Valley, Appleton

February — District Oratorical (more information to come)

March 8t — District Bowling Tournament hosted by Denmark Post 363 (more information to come)
April 12t — District Spring Conference hosted by Wrightstown Post 436 (more information to come)
April 15" — Post Data Reports Due

May 9t & 10" — Wisconsin American Legion Spring Meetings

May 15% — Consolidated Post Reports (CPR) Due to District Adjutant

May 315t — Consolidated Post Reports (CPR) Due to Wisconsin American Legion

June 1%t — Post/County Officer Reports Due to District

July 16t — 20t — WI American Legion Convention — Hyatt Regency Green Bay



